N O T E S T he Oakville, Ontario, company that developed the MedCentre automated pharmacy dispensing system has gone out of business, just over one year after the Ontario government granted regulatory approval for operation of the machines in the province.
PCAS Patient Care Automation Services Inc., Pharma-Trust Corp. and PharmaTrust Med Services Inc. filed for bankruptcy on June 7, 2012. According to documents filed in court, the companies had run out of start-up capital and were unable to raise further funds to allow them to meet their payroll and overhead costs.
The MedCentre technology was first profiled 4 years ago, when 2 MedCentres were set up as a pilot project at Sunnybrook Hospital in Toronto.
In March 2011, the province approved regulations that allowed remote prescription dispensing. Later that year, the Ontario College of Pharmacists (OCP) granted the first approval for a pharmacist-controlled remote dispensing unit. The Med-Centre used robotics, scanning and video-conferencing technologies to link patients in real time to a pharmacist in another location. The pharmacist reviewed a digital scan of the prescription and oversaw the machine's release of the medication. n PharmaTrust files for bankruptcy
